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Commodore’s 
Comments 

Walter Crawford, Commodore, 2016 

 

Several members made a trip to the 

BVI’s for chartered sailing 

adventure, meeting up with former 

members sailing the area.   I 

understand a good time was had by 

all, one of the best trips, so I have 

heard.  The Kentucky Derby Party 

was a wonderful time, and the best 

horse won, or so they say, but not a 

Triple Crown this year.  The 

occasion dress and hats were 

amazing, as were all the games and 

Mint Juleps.  The Lighthouse 

Regatta and Cruise to Rockport was 

a great time for those that made one 

or the other, or both.  I understand 

the Marine Communication class 

was so successful, a follow on class 

is being scheduled, this one to focus 

on VHS/DSC.   The Annual 

Meeting was attended by most 

members, although there were 

several members off scuba diving in 

Cozumel, go figure.  And, some 

came back home with brand new 

Open Water PADI certs in their 

pockets.  The Memorial Day 

weekend cruise to Spinnaker Hole 

was changed to Bahia Marina, 

Ingleside Anchorage.  Something 

about the mosquitos out on the 

island suspected to be attacking 

sailors and stealing dinks, like the 

mosquitos in Ingleside are a bit 

smaller, sure. . .  

Not sure about the big winner(s) on 

poker night; but, the bragging is 

certainly loud, and I have heard 

discussion about another table being 

necessary due to popularity of the 

game night.  We continue to have 

some very interesting and wonderful 

dinners.  BTW, planning a rotisserie 

chicken dinner during the C.C. 

water boil fiasco was a good idea, 

but turned out it wasn’t.   The meat 

markets were pretty much shut 

down; improvising is the name of 

the game in hard times.     

June will bring a “Cruise to E 

Dock”, combined with a 

membership drive and another party, 

more BYC racing, dinners, and 

another educational class, plus 

another cruise towards the end of the 

month, destination TBD.   

Special thanks to all the BYC 

Committees that are so busy making 

an enjoyable time for all Members 

and guests.   Don’t miss out on all 

the excitement.   I hope to see 

everyone on the water, at the Club, 

and at each cruise destination.  Judy 

and I missed the cruise to Ingleside 

Memorial Day weekend, something 

about “Ladies and Gentlemen, start 

your engines”.   

 

Cheers, 

Walter Crawford 
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BYC Racing on the Bay 

Larry Frank 
Race Chairman 

It is Sunday 

afternoon May 

15
th

 and I get to write this Bowsprit 

article instead of sailing due to the 

horrible weather today.  WindSwept 

remains safely moored alongside 

Rockport Yacht Club after yesterday’s 

Lighthouse Regatta.  Having made way 

too many bad weather decisions 

regarding boating, I am more patient 

now and willing to follow the old saw 

“It is better to be on the dock wishing I 

was on the water than on the water 

wishing I was on the dock.” 

Speaking of the Lighthouse Regatta, it 

was an interesting event.  The winds 

were forecast to build to 15 knots but 

stayed light and shifty out of the E – 

SE.  The shifting wind direction made 

for interesting racing.  The two 

downwind legs on WindSwept, without 

a spinnaker, were shall I say, slow?  As 

promised it was fun and not stressful.  

Three BYC boats participated.  

Threasher (Weakly) and Lickety Split 

(Harding) took first and second in All 

Sails while WindSwept (Frank) took 

first in 150 class. 

On April 30
th

 the first BYC Series Race 

was held.  Like the Lighthouse Regatta 

winds were light.  Who said it is always 

windy in the spring on the bay?  In 

order to keep the race to a reasonable 

length of time a short course was 

selected.  Following a pursuit start the 

results were Waypoint (Gallagher) 

followed by Brigadoon (Robertson), 

WindSwept (Abshire)  and Pazuzu 

(Haas).   

The next BYC Series Race will be 

Saturday June 18
th

.  Mark it on your 

calendar and join in for some fun 

racing.  The Skippers Meeting will be 

at BYC at 9:00 AM.  All types of 

sailboats are welcome. 

The weekend prior to our race, June 11-

12
th

, CCYC is sponsoring the Surfin 

Safari Regatta as one of the Texas 

Regatta Circuit stops.  This is serious 

racing for Melges 24, J/22, 24, 70 and 

105 class boats.   It might be an 

interesting day to be on the water to 

watch the action.  Just a note of caution 

that if you decide to go you will need to 

stay well clear of the racing. 

Port of Corpus Christi 
Ship Channel Dredging   

Project Update June 17 at BYC 

 

 

ark your calendars for 

6:00 7:00 p.m., Friday 

June 17. 

Deanna Chaney, our Education Chair, 

has arranged for a presentation by Dan 

Koesema, Senior Project Engineer from 

the Port of Corpus Christi about the 

Port’s dredging projects for 2016 and 

beyond.  

Plans are underway to widen the ship 

channel to 530 feet and deepen it from 

45 to 52 feet.  This is a $300 million 

project funded by the Port, the State of 

Texas and the federal government.  As 

reported by Commissioner Judy 

Hawley a recent state of the port 

presentation,  engineering is complete 

and funds are in the pipeline to begin 

the project.   

It appears that boater’s will once again 

be dodging dredges and spoil pipe as 

we make our way across the bay and 

down the channel to Port Aransas.    

Come to BYC on June 17 for what is 

surely to be an informative 

presentation. 

This event is open to the public.  

Invite friends who may be interested. 

BYC 4th of July Plans 
and Bareboat Charter 
Report 
Lori Stoner, Socials 

Your social crew has some more fun 

coming your way! Make plans now to 

attend our 4th of July celebration ON 

THE DOCKS!  That’s right – ON THE 

DOCKS in the Marina. Friends and 

family are all invited. Details of the 

festivities coming soon. 

 

Club members who attended the 

bareboat charter have safely returned 

from this year’s destination the BVI. 

“Hello to all” from Bruce and Tammy 

on Dos Libras who caught up with the 

BYC group on Virgin Gorda and stayed 

with them the rest of the week.  

Everyone had such a good time, 

preparations are already getting under 

way as dates and places are being 

tossed around for 2017. If you have not 

gone on  one of these trips, you can’t 

even imagine what you're missing.  

"When asked if it was all I dreamed of 

all I could say was - it was so much 

more - I don't think I even dreamed that 

big!" 

Battle of Midway 

June 4 - 7, 1942 

Jim Robertson, editor 

 

This month is the 74
th

 anniversary of 

the pivotal and epic World War II clash 

between the U. S. and Japanese Navies 

that  turned the tide of the war in the 

Pacific, shifted the balance of naval 

superiority and forever changed the 

course of world history.  Midway Atoll, 

1100 miles northwest of Pearl Harbor 

and approximately half-way between 

Japan and the west coast of the USA,  

was a target of Japan to capture and use 

as a base to further its operations in the 

M 
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eastern Pacific.  But the U. S. Navy 

knew about the planned attack and 

hastily deployed a carrier task force to 

ambush and destroy the Japanese fleet.  

In one afternoon, Japan lost four 

aircraft carriers and numerous other 

ships.  The Japanese Navy never 

recovered from the mauling it received 

at Midway.  For the remainder of the 

war,  it was on the defensive, unable to 

mount a substantial naval attack beyond 

range of shore-based aircraft protection. 

Your editor, a freshly minted Navy 

Ensign, and Jo Ann, his lovely bride of 

less than a year, were stationed on 

Midway from July 1971 to December 

1973.  Remnants of WWII defenses and 

landing strips were still evident. 

 

 

We absolutely enjoyed our 2½ years on 

Midway.  Our stay there was a rare 

opportunity, courtesy of the U. S. Navy, 

to live in such a unique place.  

Each winter and spring we shared the 

island with literally thousands of 

Laysan Albatross, aka gooney birds, 

and their chicks.  The Hawaiian place 

name for Midway is Pihemanu which 

means “loud din of birds”; very 

appropriate. 

 

 

Noisy and ungainly on the ground, 

these magnificent birds with seven foot 

wingspans fly gracefully and seemingly 

without effort.  During summer and fall 

they range across the vast expanse of 

the Pacific Ocean, returning to Midway 

in late October to mate and raise their 

chicks.  

 

 

The gooney birds, fairy terns, frigate 

birds, black footed albatross, 

shearwaters, petrels, gannets, boobies, 

bosun birds, Hawaiian monk seals, 

spinner dolphins, sea turtles, and other 

wildlife on the atoll and in the lagoon 

were a continual source of 

entertainment.   Our freezer was always 

stocked with spiny lobsters taken while 

snorkeling in the lagoon.  The beach 

was a five minute walk from our 

quarters.  Life was good. 

The Navy maintained a station and air 

facility on Midway until 1996.  The 

island provided a base for search and 

rescue operations, a refueling station 

for ships and aircraft,  harbor of refuge 

and medivac airfield for navy and 

commercial ships and a bingo field for 

trans-Pacific aircraft in need of 

something firmer than water on which 

to land in an emergency.  During the 

Cold War, the station supported a 

squadron of Distance Early Warning 

(DEW) Line long range patrol aircraft.   

I was assigned to a facility on Midway 

that used undersea acoustics to detect 

and analyze low frequency machinery 

and propulsion noise emitted by Soviet 

submarines. The distinctive sound 

signature of each submarine allowed us 

to track and report every movement  

between the Soviet sub base at 

Petropavlovsk on the Kamchatka 

Peninsula and patrol stations near the 

west coast of the USA.  At the time, the 

technology, purpose and mission of this 

facility was highly classified. 

“Conducting oceanographic research” 

was the official cover story.  

In October of 1996 the Navy ceased 

operations on Midway.  Jurisdiction 

and control of the atoll transferred to 

the Department of the Interior.  Today, 

Midway Atoll is a National Wildlife 

Refuge and Battle of Midway National 

Memorial, operated and controlled by 

the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Membership Updates 

If you have not already done so, please 

give these new members a hearty 

“Welcome Aboard” next time you see 

them at the Club. 

 Dennis & Cynthia Traylor of 

Corpus Christi.  

 Joel & Tamara Wilson of San 

Antonio. 

 Ben Rando of Corpus Christi. 

 Ryan and Danae Ausman of 

Corpus Christi. 

 Jim & Sylvia Whitworth, who 

have rejoined BYC. 
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BYC June Events 
 

Saturday June 4 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner by Vaughn/Peterson 

Monday June 6 

 6:30 p.m. Board meeting 

Thursday June 9 

 6:00 p.m.  Game night 

Weekend June 11-12 

 Cruise to E Dock and Pier Party 

Friday June 17 

 6:00 7:00 p.m.  2016 Ship Channel 
Dredging; Presentation by Dan 
Koesema, CC Port Authority 

Saturday June 18 

 9:00 a.m.  BYC Series Race #2 

 6:00 p.m.  Dinner by Edwards 

Thursday June 23 

 6:00 p.m.  Game night 

Friday June 24 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner 

Weekend June 25 – 26 

 Cruise 


